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1.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Who knew that even in our day with all the available information and knowledge about science that it
would be possible to remain in amazement of nature?
During this quarter, a new species was recorded for False Bay Nature Reserve in the Zandwolf Section. A
burrowing scorpion (Opistophthalmus capensis) was found by Mogamat Samsodien (Reserve Supervisor of
the Zandwolf Section) while he and his team were out conducting woody invasive species clearing. The
sighting has been added to the reserve species list.
Another amazing record discovered this quarter was the journey of a sandwich tern (Thalasseus
sandvicensis) which covered a distance of 10 155 km. This bird, which is no bigger than a dove, made the
long journey all the way from Inner Farne, Northumberland in the United Kingdom to the Strandfontein
Section of the False Bay Nature Reserve. This again highlights the importance of protecting the habitats of
migrating bird species and the reserve staff are therefore very grateful for having acquired Ramsar status for
False Bay Nature Reserve, affording greater conservation status to the site.
In April this year, the False Bay Nature Reserve along with its partners hosted the third annual Birdathon
event and fun day at the Zeekoevlei and Strandfontein sections. This event which was held on 16 April 2016
saw more than 1 500 people visit and participate in the event. This is more than double the amount of
people who attended last year.
The total visitor statistics for this quarter at Zeekoevlei Section of False Bay Nature Reserve is 17 482. This
brings the current year total to 48 148 visitors to the site. With six months still left in the year it is hoped that the
visitor numbers of 2015, namely 105 097 people, will be further increased.
On 27 April 2016 the Zeekoevlei weir was opened. This marked the twentieth anniversary of this event, with
the first drawdown taking place in 1997. The drawdown plays an integral part in water quality management
in that it allows for the flushing of excess nutrients out of the system in order to maintain a reasonably good
water quality. The Zeekoevlei wetland itself is home to 24 different user groups which utilise the waterbody
for various sports and other recreational uses. These include rowing, sailing, powerboating and kite surfing
to name a few. Because these disciplines require contact with water, it is important that a safe and high
standard of water quality is maintained. The drawdown is the main water management tool that assists with
this aspect.

2.

HIGHLIGHTS & CHALLENGES

Highlights:




False Bay Nature Reserve proclamation signed off on 17 May 2016 by the Minister
of Environmental Affairs, Mr A. W. Bredell
Two new firefighting units (bakkie sakkies) and a data projector received for the
reserve
A three month City of Cape Town contract secured for a grab truck driver

Challenges:





Vandalism and theft of infrastructure
Vehicle accidents causing damage to newly installed fence line on Strandfontein
Road
Strandfontein Road upgrades threatening habitat of the critically endangered
butterfly Kedestes barberae bunta
Aging vehicles not being replaced
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3.

CONSERVATION PLANNING

The reserve staff members are happy to report the formal establishment of the False Bay Nature Reserve.
On 17 May 2016 the MEC of Environmental Affairs in the Western Cape, Mr Anton W. Bredell signed the
agreement document allowing the declaration of the whole conservation area as a Nature Reserve
through Provincial Gazette in terms of section 23(1) of the National Environmental Management: Protected
Areas Act, No. 57 0f 2003.
The information in the Integrated Management Plan for False Bay Nature Reserve drafted in 2010 needs to
be updated. This is to include the recent international award of Ramsar status for the reserve in 2015, the
formal proclamation of the area as a protected Nature Reserve and to add subsidiary plans such as a Fire
Management Plan. This activity is planned for the next few months and will require much needed input
from members of public and from the Protected Area Advisory Committee (PAAC) members.

4.

FLORA

Flora – Invasive Flora Management
Aquatic Invasive Flora Management False Bay Nature Reserve
Water Hyacinth (Eichornia crassipes) monitoring and control at Strandfontein Section
Water hyacinth (Eichornia crassipes) has been called the world’s worst water weed. It is a fast growing
plant, forming dense mats that quickly cover the water’s surface. This results in increased siltation (build-up
of silt), water loss and reduced biodiversity. Dense infestations also reduce or alter the flow of water, often
resulting in flooding and damage to infrastructure during the rainy season (Cape Town invasive website
2015). Water hyacinth reproduces by means of seed, but can also utilise vegetative reproduction (i.e.
producing side shoots which can break off and develop into new plants). In warm temperatures during the
summer months, vegetative reproduction is increased, and if left unattended, actively growing colonies
can double their abundance in less than 15 days. That is why it is so important to carefully monitor previously
infected sites.
Monitoring of the invasive alien water hyacinth at the Strandfontein Section is carried out by the site’s
conservation team. To date, 29 of the 40 pans and canals in this section have been previously cleared of
water hyacinth and therefore require on-going monitoring. The monitoring protocol includes three different
patrols which are carried out either weekly or monthly. These patrols are aimed at removing any regrowth,
or emerging plants from the water bodies to prevent re-infestation. All but two of these pans, namely those
referred to as S1 and S3, are clear of water hyacinth.
Once-weekly foot patrols are conducted in 15 of the previously infested water hyacinth pans that have
been cleared. These pans have had records of water hyacinth plant presence within the last year. A
second patrol is conducted once-monthly in ten previously infested water hyacinth pans which have been
cleared and have had no water hyacinth records for the last year (this is also known as maintenance
phase). Another monthly routine is to monitor very deep, inaccessible pans by boat. This monitoring is
carried out at four water bodies, namely the pans known as M1, M2, S4 and S7.
This quarter, a total of 615 pieces of water hyacinth were removed from the above water bodies. The
majority was found in pan S1, which contains a water hyacinth barrier; therefore water hyacinth is spreading
between the different sections of the same pan and not between different water bodies. A huge concern is
the amount of water hyacinth we are finding in pan S2 on a weekly basis. The water hyacinth has
presumably moved from pan S3 (which is 100% infected) with the systematic flow of the water, through the
grid at the weir and straight into S2. A grid is in place at the weir to make sure that no large pieces of water
hyacinth get through to the connecting pan, whilst still maintaining normal water connectivity. However the
force and high pressure of the water has resulted in water hyacinth getting blocked against the plastic grid
and small pieces are breaking off from the adult plants and moving into the adjoining pan. Alternative
3
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plans have to be made for S3 to minimise the spread of the weed as it has potential to infect the rest of the
water bodies in the Strandfontein Section.
The water bodies in Strandfontein Section currently have eight ‘water hyacinth barriers’ installed in various
canals and pans which assist the control of dispersing water hyacinth amongst the interconnected pans.
These booms, made from shade cloth and plastic bottles, were made-to-order resources sourced from the
Green Jobs Unit of the City of Cape Town Biodiversity Management Branch. They inhibit the movement pf
water hyacinth by water or wind. This quarter, the Strandfontein Section conservation team removed,
maintained and replaced the barriers which are currently in use at the S3 Canal, S3 pan, S2 canal, and the
S1 and T1 pans.
Water Hyacinth (Eichornia crassipes) Clearing at Zeekoevlei Section
Water hyacinth (Eichornia crassipes) has been absent in the Zeekoevlei wetland for about six years. In
March of this year, a small bed of water hyacinth was found at the Big Lotus River inlet. The source of the
water hyacinth was not determined, but great effort was put in by all the Zeekoevlei Section staff to remove
all the water hyacinth plants as soon as the infestation was noticed. Continuous follow-up checks have
been scheduled and executed on a weekly basis. Small amounts of water hyacinth has been found in the
main body of the vlei, mainly down the northern end of the eastern shore and along the edge of Bottom
Road section, as well as in the Big Lotus section of the vlei. With the regular follow-ups occurring once a
week, no water hyacinth has since been found in the vlei since early May 2016. Weekly follow-ups will
continue until the water level of Zeekoevlei rises in July, after which follow-ups will continue on alternate
weeks.

Views of the water hyacinth infestation at the Big Lotus River mouth before (left) and after removal (right) (Photos: V.
Day 2016)

Reedbed Management at Rondevlei Section: Bulrush (Typha capensis) and Scirpus (Schoenoplectus
scirpoides) Reed Species
As previously reported, the ongoing control of reedbeds at Rondevlei Section forms an essential part of
managing the wetland ecosystem, because of the excessive growth of reed species, especially around the
main wetland. The two main indigenous reedbed species that are targeted are bulrushes (Typha capensis)
and scirpus reeds (Schoenoplectus scirpoides). This invasive nature of these reeds is mainly due to the
impact of nutrient-rich water entering the vlei via stormwater inlets, which enhances the growth of the reeds
that function as a filter. Reeds are removed to slow the expansion of reedbeds across the water body,
which alters natural water movement and alters the habitat for birds and other wildlife. By removing the
cleared reeds (i.e. biomass) from site for disposal, the nutrients stored in the excess reeds are thus removed
from the system entirely, thereby reducing the potential nutrients able to re-enter the wetland should the
cleared reeds have been left on site to decompose. The removal of reeds also helps to improve visibility
around the public areas for recreational and ecotourism activities such as birdwatching and photography.
The regrowth of reeds directly in front of the six bird hides is usually removed by digging the reeds out of the
soil so as to remove the stem / root-stock, as this has proved most effective in slowing the growth of the
plants. The sections where dense reedbeds occur are usually managed by cutting the reeds as close to the
ground level as possible and treating re-growth with a herbicide application (active ingredient:
Glyphosate).
4
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After the last annual summer drawdown period, the water levels of the main wetland at Rondevlei subsided
sufficiently by April 2016 to allow staff better access to the reedbeds for clearing purposes. Reed clearing
efforts were concentrated along the northern shoreline of the main wetland, specifically around the six bird
hides, the tearoom facility and boathouse area. Denser sections of reeds were cleared using a brush-cutter,
but most of the reed clearing was carried out manually (digging and cutting by hand) by a team of three
to five staff members at a time from 29 April until 10 June 2016. On 10 June 2016, a “volunteer day”
programme was organised with a group of volunteers from South African National Parks (SANParks) by the
City of Cape Town’s Biodiversity Management Branch together with the False Bay Nature Reserve People
and Conservation Officer. This group of volunteers assisted the Rondevlei staff for the day with clearing
reeds ahead of the Rondevlei tearoom facility.
Several trailer loads of whole scirpus reeds (Schoenoplectus scirpoides) cleared in front of the tearoom
facility were delivered to the nearby Zandvlei Nature Reserve for propagation at the local indigenous
nursery based there. These reeds can then be used in other areas where the plant is needed for indigenous
landscaping, or wetland rehabilitation projects, instead of being disposed of at the landfill site. While
carrying out the reed clearing, the Rondevlei staff also had good opportunity to remove litter from the vlei
bottom as well as remove any emerging invasive alien aquatic vegetation, such as the creeper wandering
Jew (Commelina sp.).
In April 2016, assistance was received from a team organised by the City of Cape Town Transport
Department (TCT) to clear reeds out of the stormwater inlet canal opposite Coot Road in Zeekoevlei that
enters the main wetland just beyond the Rondevlei tearoom facility. This is done for the purposes of flood
prevention in the surrounding residential area along Fisherman’s Walk and the neighbouring roads. The
Rondevlei staff repaired (extended) a wire mesh litter trap under a footbridge located near the mouth of
the canal to prepare for the winter rainfall period so as to prevent litter washing into the vlei via the
stormwater inlet.
In May 2016, the same team returned to clear an additional small channel from the adjacent road that
merges with this inlet. This was in preparation for a pedestrian walkway being constructed along the
Fisherman’s Walk boundary (road verge) which will include the installation of drainage pipes to channel
excess stormwater from the area for further flood prevention. The additional small channel will allow excess
water to be directed into the existing inlet, rather than stormwater flowing directly into the sensitive seasonal
wetland areas in the nature reserve along Fisherman’s Walk, where such water could potentially alter the
natural seasonal wetland habitat and affect threatened plant and amphibian species.
During late April / early May 2016, assistance was again provided by the TCT department to carry out reed
clearing at Rondevlei, namely to remove a stand of bulrush reeds (Typha capensis) growing behind the
Rondevlei weir. These reeds were cut by hand, as there was no machinery available at the time. This work
was done to improve the flow of water downstream from the weir when it is open, preventing backflooding. Once suitable machinery is available, it is hoped that the team can return to scrape the base of
the canal below the weir (apron) to remove the root base of the reeds and excess mud that impedes water
flow.

View from below the Rondevlei weir where the reeds have been cleared
with assistance from the TCT department (Photo: A. Khan 2016)
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Staff members Liezel Clarke and Melisa Jackson removing scirpus reeds dug out ahead of the first bird hide at Rondevlei
Section (above left) and Theodore Geland and Camenita Oransie removing cut bulrush reeds next to the fifth bird hide at
Rondevlei tearoom facility (above right) (Photos: T. Khan 2016)

Staff members Camenita Oransie and Melisa Jackson removing cleared scirpus reeds ahead of the Rondevlei tearoom
facility (left) and Tezné Cedras, Melisa Jackson and Richenda de Weber digging out scirpus reeds in front of the first bird
hide at Rondevlei Section (Photos: T. Khan 2016)

Reed Plant Species Control at Strandfontein Section (Typha capensis)
Bulrush reeds (Typha capensis) display invasive tendencies at Strandfontein Section, as with other wetlands
in False Bay Nature Reserve, due to eutrophication of the water bodies. The reeds become dominant along
shorelines and the resultant decrease in habitat diversity results in a marked decrease in fauna species
diversity at the site. Typha capensis therefore needs to be actively managed to limit encroachment.
Initial removal of reeds in the pans P6, P6 (small), P5 (small) and P4 (small) was completed in JanuaryFebruary 2015. After the initial removal with a long arm excavator (which was loaned from the Cape Flats
Waste Water Treatment Works), monthly follow-ups have since been carried out by the conservation team
of Strandfontein Section this quarter, with five follow-ups being completed thus far. These follow-ups are
completed with a combination of mechanical and chemical treatments (i.e. herbicide application), which
are alternated every month. The mechanical treatment involves using a fork or spade to physically remove
the emergent regrowth, and its rhizomes from the littoral edge. The chemical method includes using a brush
cutter or sickles to cut the emergent plants to ankle height and then a foliar herbicide treatment is applied.
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Terrestrial Invasive Flora Management False Bay Nature Reserve
Rooikrans (Acacia cyclops) and Port Jackson (Acacia saligna) Clearing at Zandwolf Section
Initial clearing of invasive alien terrestrial vegetation in management block eight of Zandwolf Section of
False Bay Nature Reserve began on 30 May 2016. This block is situated on the far eastern end of the reserve,
where Baden Powell Drive crosses over Weltervreden Road. Due to security issues in that area, the clearing
is taking longer than expected. Follow-up clearing has been carried out in all 12 management blocks of the
Zandwolf Section this quarter, excluding management block seven and eight, where no regrowth or
seedlings was found at this stage. The main alien plant species targeted at the site are rooikrans (Acacia
cyclops) and Port Jackson (Acacia saligna).

Cold hands and chapped lips, as the Zandwolf Section team clears alien
rooikrans (left and above right) (Photos: M. Samsodien 2016)

Terrestrial Invasive Alien Vegetation Assessment at Rondevlei Section
The Invasive Alien Species Unit (of the Green Jobs Unit under the City of Cape Town Biodiversity
Management Branch), based at Westlake Conservation Centre, continues to provide valuable support to
the False Bay Nature Reserve for the management of terrestrial invasive alien vegetation. The Unit continues
to assess the status of terrestrial alien vegetation infestations and monitor alien clearing interventions across
all six sections of the nature reserve. They also provide assistance in the form of expertise and advice,
resources (e.g. herbicide and equipment) and the organising of contractor teams to carry out alien
clearing at the reserve where possible.
A site visit was conducted by two quality controllers from the above unit between 17 and 19 May 2016 at
Rondevlei Section of False Bay Nature Reserve, together with the Reserve Supervisor and assistance from
law enforcement rangers based at the reserve who escorted the group for security purposes. Densities of
terrestrial alien invasive plant species were assessed across the various management blocks in Rondevlei
Section and then prioritised according to which areas require the most urgent clearing interventions. The
most urgent sections prioritised for clearing included areas that have recently burned either through
uncontrolled wild fires or prescribed ecological burns, as these are most susceptible to new invasions; as well
areas considered to be most ecologically sensitive with high densities of emerging seedlings and areas
classified as being in maintenance phase that have not received recent follow-up treatments e.g. which
contain mature alien vegetation at risk of producing seed and subsequently potential for new invasions.
Based on the outcomes of this site assessment, planning is underway for a contractor to be provided by the
Invasive Alien Species Unit in the next quarter to carry out follow-up alien clearing across three priority
management blocks in Rondevlei Section.
Terrestrial Invasive Vegetation Clearing at Rondevlei Section
As part of the preparations for the prescribed ecological burn conducted at Rondevlei Section on 20 April
2016, a local volunteer assisted a week prior to the burn with clearing terrestrial alien invasive vegetation
7
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over two days along the fire break adjacent to three fishing platforms and within the area demarcated for
the burn. The volunteer, Vard Aman, is currently studying via correspondence for a National Diploma in
nature conservation; therefore he carried out this volunteer work to gain practical experience as part of his
studies. Eight Port Jackson (Acacia saligna) and five Brazilian pepper trees (Schinus terebinthifolius) +/- 1 –
1.5 m in height were cleared by felling manually with a hand saw and applying herbicide solution (active
ingredient: Triclopyr) to the cut stumps. Several tracts of invasive alien kikuyu grass (Pennisetum
clandestinum) were also treated along the firebreak using a foliar herbicide application (active ingredient:
Glyphosate).
In June 2016, a team was supplied for three days by the Invasive Alien Species Unit to assist with clearing
management block one (Erica field) in Rondevlei Section. This is part of ongoing follow-up clearing work in
this area where a large seedbank of Port Jackson (Acacia saligna) persists in the soil. Following the
prescribed ecological burn in 2013, alien seedlings emerged in large abundance after being stimulated by
fire.
The staff of Rondevlei Section have continued with ongoing follow-up alien clearing (manual hand-pulling)
over the past quarter along the main public footpath at Rondevlei Section. Many Port Jackson (Acacia
saligna) and rooikrans (Acacia cyclops) seedlings continue to emerge in this disturbed area following the
ecological burn that was conducted in April 2015.
Woody Invasive Follow-up Clearing at Pelican Park and Strandfontein Sections
Alien invasive terrestrial plant species that are legally listed for removal need to be targeted for the False
Bay Nature Reserve to ensure compliance and protect the reserve against the detrimental environmental
effects of alien vegetation infestations. Seven bi-annual follow-ups (every six months) of the invasive alien
plants Manatoka (Myoporum tenuifolium subsp. montanum), rooikrans (Acacia cyclops) and Port Jackson
(Acacia saligna) were carried out in approximately 294.7 ha of the Pelican Park and Strandfontein Sections
this quarter (Table 1). The work was carried out by the site’s conservation teams and another follow-up alien
clearing session will then ensue in six months’ time. The invasive species targeted have very long-lived seed
(15 years) stored in the soil, therefore follow-ups of cleared areas are essential to minimise the recolinisation
of these species and the displacement of indigenous vegetation.
Table 1: Management blocks with sizes and clearance phases of Port Jackson, rooikrans and manatoka for the Pelican
Park and Strandfontein Sections for the past quarter.

Section

Pelican Park
Pelican Park
Strandfontein
Strandfontein
Strandfontein
Strandfontein
Strandfontein

Management
Block
Reference
PP001
PP007
SBA002
SBA008
SBA009
SBA010
SBA011

Follow-up phase (after Initial
clearance)

Size
(ha)

Clearance team

Follow up three
Maintenance (first follow-up)
Follow up one
Follow up three
Follow up two
Follow up three
Follow up three

29.4
33.8
82.2
72.8
20.5
26.3
30.5

Pelican Park Team
Pelican Park Team
Strandfontein Team
Strandfontein Team
Strandfontein Team
Strandfontein Team
Strandfontein Team

Month
complete
(2016)
April
May
June
April
April
April
April

Herbaceous Alien Invasive Vegetation Clearance and Follow-ups at Strandfontein Section
Apart from the obvious woody alien invasive species which are generally targeted first for clearance, False
Bay Nature Reserve also contains numerous herbs, soft shrubs, grasses, succulents, creepers and climbers
which are invasive alien species. Madeira vine (Anredera cordifolia) and morning glory (Ipomoea purpurea)
are two creepers and climbers that occur in small densities in the Strandfontein Section. Their creeping
ability in combination with their fleshy leaves and thick aerial tubers results in the smothering of nearby
plants and can cause substantial ecological damage, in most cases completely blanketing the indigenous
vegetation.
The National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act (10 of 2004) Alien and Invasive Species
Regulations, 2014 - Section 73(2)(b) states that a person who is the owner of land on which a listed invasive
species occurs must take steps to control and eradicate the listed invasive species and to prevent it from
8
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spreading. This quarter both the Madeira vine and morning glory species, which are listed as NEMBA
Category 1b, were actively managed at Strandfontein Section in line with this legislation (see Table 2).
Table 2: Herbaceous invasive alien species, which have been cleared in the Pelican Park and Strandfontein Sections
over this past quarter.

Common
Name

Scientific
Name

Madeira vine

Anredera
cordifolia
Anredera
cordifolia
Ipomoea
purpurea
Ipomoea
purpurea
Lavateria
arborea

Madeira vine
Morning Glory
Morning Glory
Tree Mallow

Management
Block
Reference
SBA001

Clearance / Followup phase

Clearing Method

Initial

Fire

SBA001

Follow up 1

Herbicide – foliar spray

SBA001

Follow up 1

Fire

SBA001

Follow up 2

Herbicide - foliar spray

SBA003

Follow up 1

Manual - hand pulling

As Ipomoea is an alien invasive species, it out-competes indigenous plant species and forms dense thick
mats over natural vegetation. A three stage approach to clear Ipomoea was drafted by Reserve Supervisor
Ms Erica Essig in consultation with Dr Pat Holmes (Ecologist for the Biodiversity Management Branch of the
City of Cape Town), known as the “Ipomoea Project”. The aim for managing the infested areas is to control
this weed with chemical foliar spray combined with fire (using a burning cycle to remove biomass). The
invaded areas will then be rehabilitated with indigenous plant species.
The first phase of the above project (“Ipomoea project”) was completed in June 2015 (as previously
reported) and this included mapping the extent of the Ipomoea invasion in management block one of the
Strandfontein Section, as well as identifying the indigenous vegetation which was growing ‘underneath’ the
creeper. The conservation team of Strandfontein Section along with a staff member from the Cape Flats
Indigenous Nursery, Kathy Roman, took cuttings from viable indigenous plant species for propagation in a
nursery.
The next phase of the project was a foliar herbicide application. Two chemical spray applications (active
ingredient: Glyphosate) were applied to the creeping invasive, one in October 2015 and again six months
later in February 2016. The morning glory plants reacted well to the chemical treatment with less than 1% of
the original population surviving with the first round of herbicide, and all that remained was the dead
remnants of the plants (biomass).
The third stage of the project was to burn the affected area in order to remove the dead biomass. This was
done through planning and executing a prescribed ecological burn in the invaded areas, which took place
during this quarter on 5 April 2016.
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Flora – Indigenous Flora Management
Post-fire Veld Rehabilitation at Strandfontein Section (as Part of the “Ipomoea Project”)
Following the prescribed ecological burn on 5 April 2016 which formed part of the “Ipomoea Project” at
Strandfontein Section, veld rehabilitation began in the burn site to restore the area that was previously
invaded by morning glory (Ipomoea purpurea). Indigenous plant species were sourced from the City of
Cape Town Biodiversity Management Branch nursery based at Westlake Conservation Centre. These were
then planted two days after the burn, in the south-eastern corner of the burn site and along the perimeters
of the burned area. A total of 750 individual plants made up of the following species were planted out:
















Tetragonia fruticosa
Carpobrotus edulis
Helichrysum patulum
Solanum quandrangulare
Monopsis lutea
Geranium incanum
Senecio halimifolius
Salvia lanceolata
Leonotis leonurus
Cliffortia strobilifera
Chrysanthemoides monilifera
Eriocephalus africanus
Helichrysum spp
Ruschia macowanii
Elegia tectorum

48
90
50
22
60
45
50
50
30
50
50
50
50
50
50

Post-fire Rehabilitation at Rondevlei Section
The staff of the City of Cape Town Biodiversity Management Branch nursery based at Westlake
Conservation Centre provides valuable ongoing support to False Bay Nature Reserve in propagating and
growing indigenous plants for veld rehabilitation projects in the various sections of the Reserve. Plants are
sourced as locally as possible for the various planting sites to ensure that genetic integrity is maintained, with
plants often being propagated from cuttings, or grown from seed, harvested at the sites where they will
later be planted.
Hundreds of plants have been prepared by the above nursery for the rehabilitation of the burn site following
the ecological burn at Rondevlei Section on 20 April 2016. Planting began towards the end of this quarter
on 28 June 2016, when three staff members from Rondevlei Section were assisted by a team of six nursery
staff to plant out 940 individual plants over three days.
The following table (Table 3) lists the plant species that have been prepared by the nursery staff for veld
rehabilitation projects in 2016 at the Rondevlei and Zeekoevlei Sections of False Bay Nature Reserve, with
the numbers of plants already utilised for planting in the Rondevlei ecological burn site in June 2016
indicated against four different plant species.
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Table 3: Indigenous plant species selected for planting at Rondevlei and Zeekoevlei Sections of False Bay Nature
Reserve.

Plant species

Common name

Cliffortia strobilifera

Bog rice bush; kammierysbos
kooigoed
Glastee; hoar Caperose

Helichrysum patulum
Cliffortia ferruginea
Anthospermum ciliare
Cliffortia ericaefolia
Salvia africana-lutea
Erica verticillata
Elegia tectorum
Thamnochortus erectus
Salvia lanceolata
Psoralea aphylla
Passerina corymbosa
Serruria foeniculacea
Leucadendron levisanus

erica-leaf
bruin-salie; wild sage
Cape Flats Erica
Dakriet; Cape thatching
reed
jakkalsstert
Kaalfonteinbos; bare
fountain bush
common ganna
Rondevlei spiderhead
Cape Flats cone bush

Total number of nursery
stock plants allocated for
False Bay Nature Reserve
(2016)
60
100
80
220
140
10
40
4200
3400
100
20
300
40
1400

Number of individual
plants
planted
in
Rondevlei Section during
June 2016

20

20
100
300

500

EPWP staff from Rondevlei Section (left) Richenda de Weber and Camenita Oransie planting
indigenous plants along the Peninsula Road boundary of the ecological burn site at Rondevlei
Section together with staff of the Westlake nursery (right) and a permanent staff member of
Rondevlei Section, Theodore Geland (right foreground) (Photos: T. Khan 2016)

Zeekoevlei Eastern Shore Rehabilitation Project
The indigenous vegetation along the eastern shore of Zeekoevlei is finally receiving much-needed attention,
after much focus has been directed at the redevelopment of public facilities along this section for the past
few years. Rehabilitation plans are currently being drawn up for the shoreline. Due to the eastern shore of
Zeekoevlei being so large in size, the rehabilitation plans will need to be implemented in stages. Suretha
Dorse of the City of Cape Town Environmental Resource Management Department has been given the task
of project manager for the rehabilitation project, which has helped immensely with the organising of
resources and arranging site meetings.
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Site meetings have taken place over the past quarter with the City of Cape Town Transport for Cape Town
Department (TCT), Environmental Resource Management Department (ERMD) (particularly its Biodiversity
Management Branch), Invasive Alien Species unit of the Green Jobs Unit, as well as the City of Cape Town
Water and Sanitation Department. The purposes of these site meetings was to gather input from various
departments that perform functions linked to the site and to inform all the departments that could possibly
be affected by any of the work that was planned e.g. taking into consideration any storm-water drains or
electrical lines that may be present on site when carrying out rehabilitation activities.
Soil testing was carried out along the eastern shore of Zeekoevlei so as to determine which plant species
would be suitable to utilise in the veld rehabilitation plans, based on the soil pH levels present on site.
Comparative soil tests were also taken in the Pelican Park Section of the nature reserve from the breeding
sites of the endangered butterfly Barber’s ranger (Kedestes barbarae bunta). It is hoped that if suitable
habitat can be restored along the eastern shore of Zeekoevlei, based on suitability of soil pH (and other
environmental factors and habitat requirements that require further research), that alternative breeding
sites could potentially be established for the butterfly species at Zeekoevlei Section. The results from the
above-mentioned soil testing are listed in Annexure 1.

Soil samples being collected from the eastern shore of Zeekoevlei (left) and pH testing conducted by Ian Cranna of the
Biodiversity Management Branch (right) (Photos: V. Day 2016)

Plant Species Surveys at Pelican Park Section
On-going flora surveys are conducted at the Pelican Park Section in order to update the plant species list
for the site. Three plant identification surveys were conducted this quarter (once a month), where staff and
learners from the Pelican Park and Strandfontein Sections were assisted by Robin and Pat Burnett of the
Zandvlei Trust (Friends group). All new plant species identified on site were recorded on the online South
African Biodiversity Database.

5.

FAUNA

Fauna - Indigenous Fauna Management
Notable Faunal Sightings at False Bay Nature Reserve
Faunal Sightings at Zeekoevlei Section
Following the annual draw down of Zeekoevlei this quarter, large numbers of wader and swimming water
bird species have been sighted in the wetland. In particular the following bird species have been most
noticeable across the vlei: greater and lesser flamingos (Phoenicopterus roseus and Phoeniconaias minor),
little grebes (Tachybaptus ruficollis), yellow billed ducks (Anas undulata), pied avocets (Recurvirostra
avosetta), black winged stilt (Himantopus himantopus), three-banded lapwing (plovers) (Charadrius
tricollaris), pied kingfishers (Ceryle rudis) and Caspian terns (Hydroprogne caspia).
Other interesting sightings over the past quarter have included Cape clawless otter (Ayonx capensis) along
the southern and eastern shores of Zeekoevlei, arum lily frog (Hyperolius horstockii) on the eastern shore and
12
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a cape cobra (Naja nivea) seen by reserve staff near an abandoned swimming pool adjacent to the False
Bay Nature Reserve Headquarters.

Views of greater flamingos (left) and little grebes (right) across the Zeekoevlei wetland (Photos: V. Day 2016)

Cape cobra (left) seen outside the False Bay Nature Reserve Headquarters building in Zeekoevlei Section and an arum lily frog
(right) found on the eastern shore of Zeekoevlei by staff member Stefan Dreyer (Photos: S. Dreyer 2016)

Interesting Bird Species Records at Strandfontein Section
The ‘resident’ African jacana (Actophilornis africanus) at Strandfontein Section was still present this quarter
at the entrance of pan P6. Some fortunate bird watchers also sighted two fulvous whistling ducks
(Dendrocygna bicolor) in pan S2 on 13 June 2016
Whilst sorting through photo galleries from 2015 and 2016, the staff of Strandfontein Section found a photo of
a ringed sandwich tern (Thalasseus sandvicensis) which was observed in the Strandfontein Section on
16 November 2015. This information was reported directly to the South African Bird Ringing Unit (SAFRing), a
component of the Animal Demography Unit (ADU) at the University of Cape Town (UCT). It was discovered
that this bird was ringed by Chris Redfern of the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) as a chick on 22 June 2014
on Inner Farne, Northumberland, in the United Kingdom. This means that the tern had flown 10 155 km to
False Bay Nature Reserve as part of its annual migration!
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The sandwich tern observed at Strandfontein Section in 2015 (left) and a map showing the distance between the
area where the bird was ringed and where it was later sighted (right) (Photo: E. Essig 2016)

Birders and members of the public are encouraged to forward all relevant information of ringed birds to
SAFRing. Details to look out for include:





The location of the sighting as accurately as possible (ideally GPS coordinates)
Date and time of sighting
Ring colour, letters / numbers on the ring (if legible) and on which leg the ring is fitted
Age class (e.g. juvenile / immature).

New Invertebrate Species Record for Zandwolf Section
A new sighting was observed by staff of Zandwolf Section this quarter, namely of a type of burrowing
scorpion classified as Opistophthalmus capensis. The sting on the tail of this scorpion is said to cause
discomfort, but its venom is not lethal to humans.

The new scorpion species discovered at Zandwolf Section (Photo: M. Samsodien 2016)

Pelican Rescue at Strandfontein Section
In April 2016 a call was received by staff of False Bay Nature Reserve by a concerned bird-watcher at
Strandfontein Section, Dave Ulyate, regarding a great white pelican (Pelecanus onocrotalus) showing
unusual behaviour. The Strandfontein Section team and law enforcement rangers from the Quemic security
company quickly responded to the call and found a weak and disorientated pelican that was unable to fly.
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Mr Ulylate was on scene and explained that the bird appeared to be drowning, as its head and wings were
flailing about and it dipped its head upside down in the water numerous times. The Reserve Supervisor of
Strandfontein Section, Ms Erica Essig and the nature conservation student from that section, Tayla Hadwen,
entered the water-hyacinth infested waters of pan S3, however the sludge was too thick to wade through
and the water too deep to access and retrieve the bird. The rangers intercepted and with the aid of a
canoe managed to reach the bird and carry it out to the bank. The bird was then taken to the SPCA
(Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) wildlife unit in Grassy Park for medical treatment.

Pelican in trouble (top leftt), Ms Erica Essig and Ms Tayla Hadwen venture into the pan (top right), the
Quemic rangers safely retrieve the bird (bottom left) and the pelican finally on the shore (bottom right)
ready to transport to SPCA (Photos: D. Ulyate 2016)

Humorous Encounter
A frantic local resident came to the Rondevlei entrance gate, as she feared a snake in her back yard. Mark
Petersen, one of the Visitor Control Officers based at Rondevlei Section immediately responded to the callout and went to capture the black snake with white spots at the resident’s home. Upon “catching” the
snake, it was discovered that it was actually just a rolled up piece of broken balloon, now classified by
reserve staff as “Brokenous balloonous”.

“Brokenous ballonous”, the feared snake
(right) (Photo: B. Amayo 2016)
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Fauna – Monitoring
Coordinated Water Avian Counts (CWAC) at the Strandfontein Section
Monthly coordinated bird counts take place every second Sunday of the month at the Strandfontein
Section. These counts are coordinated by the Cape Bird Club members. All counts are conducted in
daylight hours and counts start between 08:00 and 08:30 am, depending on the season. Counts are lead
from a vehicle and binoculars or a scope is used to view bird species. The direct-count method is used
whereby observational counts of all water bird species and their abundances in the vicinity of the
Strandfontein Section are recorded and data is submitted to the Animal Demography Unit (ADU) of the
University of Cape Town (UCT). The CWAC count at Strandfontein Section is one of the longest running bird
monitoring surveys in the Western Cape, and provides accurate data from experienced birders. The data is
publically available and can be used for research purposes. This quarter, three counts were conducted by
the Cape Bird Club members and Strandfontein Section staff. For more information and to participate in this
important information gathering process, which helps input into management and the policies for the area
please call 021 689 1106 or visit the Cape Bird Club website at: http://www.capebirdclub.org.za/counts.html
to view the CWAC count sites.

6.

SOIL

Nothing to report for this quarter.

7.

WATER

Water Level Management at False Bay Nature Reserve
Zeekoevlei Annual Drawdown 2016
The annual opening of the weir at Zeekoevlei Section, known as the Zeekoevlei drawdown, took place on
the 27 April 2016. There was a large community turn-out and the symbolism of the simultaneous national
Freedom Day celebration was incorporated by the setting-free of the vlei waters free when removing all the
chokes in the weir wall.
The drawdown activity mimics a natural cycle of seasonal wetland water level fluctuations. However the
timing of a natural drawdown would have occurred during the summer months and not the winter months.
With the weir gates open and the winter rains arriving, it allows excess nutrients found in the wetland system
to be flushed out with the moving waters. In affect it has a cleaning function for the water body.
During the drawdown, Zeekoevlei residents have access to the exposed shoreline of the wetland and can
do much-needed reed clearing and shoreline maintenance. To date a total of 77 shoreline maintenance
plans have been issued, with nine being issued in this reporting period. Residents remove reeds from their
property edges along the Zeekoevlei shoreline according to an approved plan issued by the False Bay
Nature Reserve and such activities are at the residents’ own cost. The reserve then provides the transport
for clearing all cut material away from residences for disposal. This project allows for a good partnership
between the neighbouring landowners / residents and the False Bay Nature Reserve.
To date, the quantity of reeds that has been removed and disposed of at a nearby landfill site (Coastal Park
Landfill) is as follows:



35 bakkie loads, at a total weight of 14 000 kg
40 truckloads weighing 45 490 kg was disposed at the landfill site.

= Total weight of disposed reed material: 59 490 Kg
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Further to this, during the drawdown period, litter is exposed on the vlei bed as the water recedes. This year
a contractor was appointed and funded by the Transport for Cape Town department (TCT) to clean up the
Big and Little Lotus River inlets, the eastern shore of Zeekoevlei wetland and all exposed shoreline except
that directly abutting residents’ properties (this area was done by the City of Cape Town Biodiversity
Management Branch staff).

Setting up a metal bridge in preparation for opening the Zeekoevlei weir (top left), opening of the weir (top
right), members from the Zeekoevlei community attending the drawdown (bottom left) (Photos: V. Day 2016)
and the 2016 drawdown team of False Bay Nature Reserve staff (Photo: R. Satardien 2016)

Examples of two piles of reeds cleared by Zeekoevlei residents prior to removal (Photos: S. Dreyer 2016)
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Litter being removed the shoreline of Zeekoevlei in front of Pelican Lodge guesthouse (left) and a view of this
shoreline after litter removal (right) (Photos: J. Fischer 2016)

Annual Drawdown at Rondevlei Section
A drawdown is conducted on an annual basis in the main water body of Rondevlei Section. A weir located
to the south-eastern side of the wetland is opened by removing the wooden planks across its sluice gate.
This allows water levels to drop as water flows out of the vlei, thus mimicking natural summertime water level
fluctuations and allowing nutrient-rich water to drain from the wetland. The winter rainfall following the
drawdown then helps to flush the system of excess nutrients and improves water quality. Over time, this
enhances the health of the wetland ecosystem and aids with the control of excessive reedbed growth. The
lower water levels during this season also allows better access for the staff of Rondevlei Section to carry out
important conservation management activities in the wetland, such as litter clean-ups, removal of invasive
alien aquatic species and clearing of reeds. As previously reported, this year’s drawdown took place on 25
January 2016.
The last drawdown period came to an end on 17 May 2016, when the staff of Rondevlei Section officially
closed the weir using the wooden planks that fit into the sluice gate and sand bags to support the structure
and prevent leakage. However, one side of the weir broke loose on 27 June 2016 after some heavy rainfall
where some of the sand bags and planks washed away. Fortunately one of the field rangers currently
working as an eland monitor in the Gantouw research project was out in the field ‘shepherding’ the herd of
eland in the vicinity of the weir when she noticed that water was suddenly flowing through the one side of
the weir that morning. She then immediately alerted the Reserve Supervisor of Rondevlei Section, after
which reserve staff could respond promptly to repair the weir. Additional sand bags (34) were filled and
used to pack the opening of the weir closed again, which proved a very challenging task against the force
of water flowing through the weir. The sand bags and planks that had washed away from the weir were
fortunately retrieved from the water and some of the sand bags were packed against the weir to provide
additional support.
Water Monitoring at Zeekoevlei and Rondevlei Sections
Water samples are taken at various points in the Zeekoevlei and Rondevlei Sections to monitor water
quality. Monthly water samples are collected and analysed by staff of the City of Cape Town’s Scientific
Services Department. Results are received and distributed to the relevant reserve managers and interested
parties on a monthly basis through the Biodiversity Management Branch. Additional quarterly water
sampling is conducted at two points along the eastern and southern shore of Zeekoevlei and at one point
at Rondevlei Section located in the seasonal wetland to the south of the main wetland, known as
Moddervlei. These water samples are collected by reserve staff and transported to the Scientific Services
Department on the same morning of sampling before 10 am. The last quarterly samples were taken on 19
May 2016 and the next sample date is set for 18 August 2016.
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8.

FIRE

Prescribed Ecological Burns at False Bay Nature Reserve
Ecological Burn at Rondevlei Section
A successful ecological burn was conducted at Rondevlei Section on 20 April 2016 after several months of
planning and preparation work. The burn stretched across a section of the northern and north-eastern
shorelines of the main wetland, from the fishing platforms, along Peninsula Road and up to the island bush
camp and eland boma area. The burn site overlapped portions of three different management blocks,
namely block one, two and twelve and covered an area of over 3 ha. The vegetation occurring in this site
consisted mainly of Cape Flats dune strandveld vegetation and reedbeds (predominantly bulrush reed
species – Typha capensis). The main purpose of the burn was to rejuvenate the growth of standing
vegetation and enhance biodiversity, by removing senescent (old and dead plant material), by helping to
control bush encroachment and by stimulating new plant growth (e.g. stimulating the germination of
seeds). The burn will also help reduce the risk of fire by decreasing available fuel loads on site and helps
contribute to ongoing reedbed management at Rondevlei Section.
Although a burning permit was issued to False Bay Nature Reserve on 29 March 2016, with approval from the
City of Cape Town Air Quality Management Department and the City of Cape Town Fire and Rescue
Services Department, the ecological burn operation could not proceed until suitable weather conditions
were present. Suitable weather chosen for this particular fire refers to calm, dry conditions with a northerly /
north-westerly wind. Calm, constant winds enhance the safety of a burn operation by preventing the fire
from quickly spreading out of control, or suddenly changing direction with the wind and potentially jumping
fire breaks, thus making the fire more manageable for the crew. The northerly wind direction helped to carry
the fire towards the wetland instead of towards the surrounding residential areas, thereby also improving
safety and preventing smoke from entering the homes of local residents and from reducing visibility along
the neighbouring roads. Autumn is usually an appropriate season to burn indigenous vegetation on the
Cape Flats, as the vegetation is still dry following summer making it burn more effectively, and the
subsequent winter rainfall allows opportunity for newly ‘exposed’ seeds in the soil to germinate post-fire.
While awaiting suitable weather conditions for the burn, the on-site preparations that were completed
during February 2016 required follow-up treatments to keep the area ready for the fire. The same team of
Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) staff based at Zandvlei Nature Reserve that assisted with the
initial site preparation returned for two days of follow-up work one week before the date of the burn. This
work included trimming any regrowth of grass or other vegetation in the cleared fire breaks, clearing reed
regrowth around boardwalks and moving dry brush into the burn area to contribute to fuel load for the
burn. As mentioned earlier, a local volunteer also assisted a week prior to the burn with clearing terrestrial
alien invasive vegetation over two days along the fire break adjacent to three fishing platforms and within
the area demarcated for the burn. This included treating invasive alien kikuyu grass (Pennisetum
clandestinum) on the edges of the burn area, using a foliar herbicide application (active ingredient:
Glyphosate). By treating the alien grass before the burn in this way, the foliage withers and dies (i.e. dries
out) and burns more effectively. This then reduces the amount of alien grass regrowth post-fire and slows the
encroachment of alien grass from the fire break into the disturbed area post-fire.
The ecological burn was carried out over one day with ideal weather conditions. There was a calm and
consistent northerly wind and the burn was followed by rain the next day. The burn operation was very well
supported by a large crew of well over 40 personnel from the City of Cape Town Biodiversity Management
Branch, who also contributed much-needed additional fire-fighting equipment. The crew included staff and
students not only from False Bay Nature Reserve, but also from Zandvlei Nature Reserve, Tygerberg Nature
Reserve, Kenilworth Racecourse Conservation Area, the Biodiversity Management Branch Head Office
component and the Cape Town Environmental Education Trust (CTEET). Additional support was received
from several volunteers (including one international volunteer), a crew of over 30 firefighters from Working
on Fire and law enforcement rangers based at False Bay Nature Reserve from the Quemic security
company. The valuable support of all those who assisted with the burn is greatly appreciated by the staff of
Rondevlei Section, as the ecological burn would have otherwise not been possible without such a large
coordinated effort. The Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) staff that had helped with burn
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preparations were invited to observe the operation on the day and also assisted where possible. Special
thanks are to be extended to a large crew of seasonal firefighters from the City Fire and Rescue Services
Department based at the Roeland Fire Station who kindly assisted with the burn operation at short notice
and provided much-needed equipment and expertise.
During the week that followed the ecological burn, the staff of Rondevlei Section walked the burn area to
remove any waste found on site. Fires often help expose old dumped waste (e.g. rubble, bottles and old
litter) or parts of disused reserve infrastructure (e.g. old fence posts and wire) that was previously hidden
beneath dense vegetation. One bakkie load of waste material was removed from the burn site. The
Rondevlei team began planting indigenous vegetation in the burn site towards the end of June 2016 and
continue to monitor the area to remove any other waste found while planting.

An EPWP staff member from Zandvlei Nature
Reserve (left) assisting with follow-up
preparation of a firebreak adjacent to the
island bush camp jetty at Rondevlei Section
(Photo: T. Khan 2016)

Above left: View of the ignition point of the ecological burn at Rondevlei Section on 20 April 2016 with fire crew from the
City of Cape Town Biodiversity Management Branch, CTEET and seasonal fire-fighters from the City of Cape Town Fire
and Rescue Services Department based at Roeland Street fire station (Photo: V. Aman 2016). Above right: A close-up
view of two crew members on the fire line while the burn was underway (Photo: B. Naidoo 2016)
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Intense flames surrounding the fishing platforms during
the ecological burn at Rondevlei Section on 20 April
2016 (Photo: B. Naidoo 2016)

A scenic shot of the burn area along the Peninsula Road boundary of Rondevlei
Section taken shortly after the fire was extinguished. Seasonal fire-fighters from
the City of Cape Town Fire and Rescue Services visible in the distance dousing
smouldering areas with water (Photo: D. Gibbs 2016)

Ecological Burn at Strandfontein Section (as Part of the “Ipomoea Project”)
As previously mentioned, a three-stage management plan (the “Ipomea Project”) has been implemented
at Strandfontein Section for the control of the invasive alien creeper plant species Ipomoea purpurea, more
commonly referred to as morning glory.
A prescribed ecological burn as part of the above project (i.e. the third stage of the control methods) took
place in this quarter on 5 April 2016. Permits were obtained in the previous quarter, and fire preparation
commenced in the beginning of February 2016 whereby a 5 m wide fire break stretching approximately 1
km long was cut around the proposed burn area by the Strandfontein Section conservation team.
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After checking the weather forecast (wind direction, wind speed etc.), the local City of Cape Town Fire and
Rescue service authorities were notified that the burn would be proceeding. In total, 26 staff members from
the City of Cape Town Biodiversity Management Branch, from four nature reserves across the City of Cape
Town, assisted with executing the ecological burn at the Strandfontein Section of the False Bay Nature
Reserve. Ignition started at 10:05 am. The brush on the perimeter of the proposed burn area proved difficult
to light, due to recent wet weather. The second ignition team moved eastwards along two sectors (D and
E), and then the first ignition team followed the first sector (Sector A), then moved eastwards to ignite
sectors B and C. As the north-easterly wind picked up, the fire gained momentum and the dense strands of
remnant reeds were burnt resulting in very thick smoke, which headed toward the Zeekoevlei residential
area across the vlei. By this time the perimeter was almost completely burned out so the fire boss called to
halt all ignition and all crews moved into the ‘wet down’ phase and proceeded to spray water onto the
burnt areas. By 14:08 the smoke had started to clear, and the only active fire was running toward a small
water body within the fire boundary. By 14:40 the flames had disappeared and the sectors were only
smouldering slightly. Most fire crews left site at 15:00 and the standby night monitoring crew were put onto
the fire line. Although not all of the proposed burn area burned as effectively as desired, the most southeastern corner (where the Ipomoea invasion was situated) burned well.

Aerial map indicating the burn area and sectors of the ecological
burn on 5 April 2016 at Strandfontein Section (compiled by E. Essig
2016)

Two days after the ecological burn, indigenous plants sourced from the City of Cape Town Biodiversity
Management Branch nursery based at Westlake, were planted out in the burn area.
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Views of the morning glory infestation at Strandfontein Section (above left and right) prior to clearing treatments
(Photos: E. Essig 2016)

The same sections invaded by morning glory at Strandfontein Section after chemical herbicide treatment
(left) and after the application of fire (right) with early rehabilitation efforts (Photos: E. Essig 2016)

Uncontrolled Wild Fire at Rondevlei Section
An uncontrolled wild fire broke out on the afternoon of 4 June 2016 in Rondevlei Section near the western
boundary of the reserve bordered by Prince George Drive (M5), the CAFDA community centre and the
north-western corner of the Rooikrans sports field. The fire spread across an area of approximately 4 ha and
the cause of the fire was not determined. A small team quickly responded to the fire, including a field
ranger from False Bay Nature Reserve who lives on site, a team of six law enforcement rangers (of the
Quemic security company), a nature conservation student from Zandvlei Nature Reserve and the South
regional manager of the City of Cape Town Biodiversity Management Branch. The vegetation in this area
had not burned for many years, thus intensifying the flames and it posed great risk to the staff
accommodation situated on site, but fortunately the fire was successfully extinguished without any damage
to the building. There were some flare-ups in the burn site a few days later on 8 June 2016, caused by strong
gusts of wind, which were extinguished by two law enforcement rangers from the Quemic security
company.
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View of a burned reed bed along the boundary adjacent to CAFDA after the
uncontrolled wild fire in June 2016 at Rondevlei Section (Photo: W. Booley 2016)

9.

PEOPLE, TOURISM & EDUCATION

Environmental Education at False Bay Nature Reserve
Various groups have visited the Rondevlei Section of False Bay Nature Reserve for environmental education
purposes over this quarter (see Table 4 below).
A highlight was the International Day of Biodiversity on 22 May 2016, when biodiversity-based education
programmes were offered to schools visiting the reserve.

Learners from Phumlani Educare visiting Rondevlei
Section (left) and learners from Siyabulela Primary
(right) doing mini “SASS” water organism
investigations (Photos: B. Amayo 2016)
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Table 4: Environmental education statistics for April- June 2016. CCT refers to the City of Cape Town conducting the
programmes, whereas CTEET refers to the staff of the Cape Town Environmental Education Trust conducting programmes.

CCT on
reserves
CCT off
reserves
(outreach)
Partner
organisation
on reserves
CTEET on
reserves
CTEET camps
at the
Zeekoevlei
Environmental
Education
Centre
CTEET camps
at the False
Bay Ecology
Park
Environmental
Education
Centre

No. of
schools
4

No. of
learners
395

No. of Adults
26

No. of
teachers
28

Hours of
programmes
31

1

96

0

5

2

3

787

3

34

44

7

873

40

36

102

4

531

156

14

171

2

336

56

36

65

False Bay Nature Reserve Environmental Education Outreach Programme
The Environmental Education staff of False Bay Nature Reserve visited Reddam House School in Constantia,
where an outreach environmental education programme was delivered to the grade 4 groups. The learners
were informed about the False Bay Nature Reserve, including its biodiversity and the challenges faced by
the nature reserve. The learners met a live western leopard toad (Amietophrynus pantherinus), marsh
terrapin (Pelomedusa subrufa) brought along by the staff. In addition, a Cape Reptile club member, Vard
Aman (who is also a volunteer at the reserve) was invited to the event. He brought along a mole snake
(Pseudapsis cana) and aurora house snake (Lamprophis aurora) to showcase other indigenous reptile
species found at the reserve. The learners also had the opportunity to touch a snake, namely a pet corn
snake (Pantherophis guttatus) which was also brought along – not an indigenous species, but used for
education purposes.

Bronwen Amayo showing learners of Reddam House a
hippopotamus skull (left) (Photo: V. Aman 2016) and
Vard Aman displaying a live mole snake (right) (Photo
B. Amayo 2016)
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Volunteers at False Bay Nature Reserve
False Bay Nature Reserve regularly receives assistance from volunteers, which is greatly appreciated as this
helps increase staff capacity for carrying out various work activities.
As previously mentioned, Rondevlei Section received assistance from volunteers with important
conservation activities this quarter, namely with an ecological burn on 20 April 2016 and with reed clearing
along the main wetland.
A local volunteer assisted a week prior to the burn with clearing terrestrial alien invasive vegetation in the
burn area and he also assisted the fire crews on the day of the burn. The volunteer is currently studying via
correspondence for a National Diploma in nature conservation; therefore he carried out this volunteer work
to gain practical experience as part of his studies. An international volunteer based at Zandvlei Nature
Reserve also assisted with logistics during the ecological burn.
In addition to conservation-related tasks, the staff of Rondevlei Section also received assistance later in
June 2016 from a volunteer based at Strandfontein Section of False Bay Nature Reserve with path
maintenance and repair work along the Rondevlei public footpath.
Volunteer Exchange Day with South African National Parks (SANParks)
On 10 June 2016, a volunteer exchange programme was held where volunteers from South African National
Parks (SANParks) and the City of Cape Town joined forces at the Rondevlei Section of False Bay Nature
Reserve. This was an opportunity for the volunteers to meet each other, to participate in conservation work
done at the reserve and to experience a part of the False Bay Nature Reserve. The volunteers spent two
hours clearing reeds ahead of the Rondevlei tearoom facility, by cutting them as low as possible to the
ground level and removing the cut vegetation from the site. The volunteers had a chance to walk along the
Rondevlei public footpath during their lunch-break, after which they visited the Peninsula Road boundary of
the reserve to learn about the Gantouw eland project from the Cape Town Environmental Education Trust
(CTEET) field rangers on site.
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Newspaper article taken from the Plainsman
Wednesday, 29 June 2016 (left) and view from
Rondevlei tearoom facility of the SANParks
volunteers clearing reeds (above) (Photo: B.
Amayo 2016)
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2016 Annual False Bay Nature Reserve Birdathon Fun Walk and Festival
The fourth annual Birdathon Fun Walk and Festival was held on 16 April 2016 by BirdLife South Africa, the City
of Cape Town and the Cape Bird Club, hosted at the False Bay Nature Reserve on the eastern shore of
Zeekoevlei Section and within Strandfontein Section. This exciting event is designed for people of all ages
and saw participants from a wide range of different backgrounds and areas. The Fun Walk was especially
aimed at the communities surrounding the False Bay Nature Reserve, providing an incredible opportunity for
local community members to experience the nature reserve right on their doorstep.
The first event of its kind attracted 270 visitors, which then doubled the following year to 500 in 2015. This
year’s Birdathon event was a great success with the highest numbers of attendees yet recorded - 1 500
visitors arrived on the day and 1 000 event participants. Planning for the 2016 event began in November
2015, involving the Strandfontein, Pelican Park, Zeekoevlei and Zandwolf Section staff. Approximately 15
staff of the City of Cape Town Parks Department also provided valuable assistance with preparations for the
event.
Entry for the Birdathon was R5 per person and all profits went towards conservation activities at the site. The
event included a fun educational walk on three designated routes through Zeekoevlei and Strandfontein
Sections. Environmental education stands were located along the routes, providing information on
biodiversity at the False Bay Nature Reserve, as well as questionnaires that could be filled in to enter a lucky
prize draw.
Once the fun walk was complete, the festival component of the event began. Melomed Hospital Group
was a key sponsor this year, with some very exciting additions to the festival as a result of this partnership.
This year the Birdathon hosted 16 vendors and exhibitors, providing much for the public to do, learn and see.
For example, the raptor rehabilitation and environmental education facility Eagle Encounters presented a
raptor a flying show using their rehabilitated birds, and the Cape Reptile Institute offered an interactive
show with live reptiles and snakes. The restaurant group John Dory’s sponsored a “fish and chips” lunch for a
limited number of participants in the Fun Walk and the company Aquelle sponsored bottled water for the
event. Two food vendors from the local surrounding community (Pelican Heights and Lotus River) were also
given the opportunity to sell food at the event. Members of the Cape Bird Club, the Southern African
Foundation for the Conservation of Coastal Birds (SANCCOB), Bird Life South Africa and staff of False Bay
Nature Reserve all prepared fun interactive exhibits for the younger children to get involved in. A highlight
for the children to end off the event was a “foam party” – courtesy of the City of Cape Town Fire and
Rescue Services Department, Ottery fire station.

Event Coordinators Mrs Joanne Jackson (City of Cape Town Environmental Resource Management
Department) and Ms Erica Essig (Reserve Supervisor of Strandfontein Section) (left) enjoying the Birdathon
festival. Crowds of participants and visitors queuing up for their free John Dory’s lunch (right) (Photos: O.
Schmidt 2016)
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People and Conservation Officer of False Bay Nature Reserve, Mrs
Bronwen Amayo, meeting a child at an exhibit at the 2016 Birdathon
event (Photo: T. Gibbs 2016)

Film Shoot at Rondevlei Section – Snakes Versus Antelope
The Reserve Supervisor of Rondevlei Section was approached by a film company wanting to take footage
of the herd of eland (Taurotragus oryx) at Rondevlei Section of False Bay Nature Reserve for the purposes of
compiling a wildlife documentary. Approval was given by reserve management and after obtaining a film
permit from the City of Cape Town film office, the film crew went ahead with the film shoot on 6 May 2016.
A professional environmental control officer (ECO) was on site during the entire shoot to monitor activities so
as to prevent negative environmental impacts. The presence of an ECO was one of the film permit
requirements for operating in the nature reserve. The burn site along the Peninsula Road boundary of
Rondevlei Section where the ecological burn took place in April 2016 proved to be an ideal location for the
shoot, as the crew were looking to film eland on a burned landscape. The burn site is also situated adjacent
to the eland boma and is easily accessible from the road causing little disturbance to the veld.
In addition to filming the eland, a professional snake handler joined the shoot, bringing live Cape cobra
(Naja nivea) and a rinkhals snake (Hemachatus haemachatus). This was in order to simulate shots where it
appeared that the snakes and eland were encountering each other naturally in recently burned veld. An
attempt was also made at creating a shot where a snake appeared to be trying to defend itself from the
eland.
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Film crew on site at the Peninsula Road boundary of the burn site at Rondevlei Section planning the shoot (left) and filming
the eland (right) (Photos; P. Botha 2016)

10.

STAFF MATTERS

Staff Training and Development
False Bay Nature Reserve prides itself for training and developing individuals in various skills and experiences
related to nature conservation. Developing people in a workplace scenario bears great benefits not just to
the individual and to the organisation, but to the broader industry of nature conservation as a whole.
There are various skills development / employment opportunity programmes currently being hosted at the
False Bay Nature Reserve. These include the Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) – Kader Asmal
Special Projects, as well as three learnership programmes involving partner organisations such as the Cape
Town Environmental Education Trust (CTEET), Wildlife and Environment Society of South Africa (WESSA),
Culture Arts Tourism Hospitality Sports Sector for Educational Training Administration (CATHSSETA) and the
Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT).
Other specific training interventions completed by False Bay Nature Reserve staff over the past quarter
include:











Two EPWP staff (Danielle Hendricks and Chantelle Gordon) completed a three-day, level one First
Aid course presented by St Johns in Fish Hoek.
Two Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) staff members underwent Health and Safety
training over two days from 1 – 2 June 2016
Three NQF Level 2 learners graduated from their learnerships through CTEET (Monique Bridgens,
Thurlo Macro and Cameron Blom)
CPUT nature conservation student Ms Tayla Hadwen completed
a one-day ‘in house’
Environmental Impact Assessment training course
Ms Tayla Hadwen, Mrs Crystal Moses, Ms Victoria Day and Mr Clint Williams completed a week-long
advanced fynbos identification workshop hosted by Mrs Wendy Hitchcock of the Kirstenbosch
National Botanical Gardens
Crystal Moses participated in Field Ranger training through the Siljeur Training Academy
Ms Tayla Hadwen and Ms Erica Essig received their Observer Standards certificates of competency
for Coastal Birds.
Bronwen Amayo, Tamaryn Khan, Victoria Day, Mogamat Samsodien and Asieff Khan all attended a
four-day course in Advanced Principles of leadership (through the institute Faranani )
Mrs Tamaryn Khan and Ms Day received their results for the Environmental Management Inspector
(EMI) course which they completed in the previous quarter. Both were successful and are awaiting
appointment.
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Pelican Park and Strandfontein Section Staff Outing to Helderberg Nature Reserve
On 13 May 2016, the Pelican Park and Strandfontein Section staff held their annual staff outing at the
Helderberg Nature Reserve. The staff enjoyed a hike, whilst bird watching and learning about the different
vegetation types (Swartland shale renosterveld, Kogelberg sandstone fynbos and Southern Afro-temperate
Forest) and the species they support. For some of the EPWP staff members this was their first visit to
Helderberg Nature Reserve, which made the outing even more special.

Staff members of Strandfontein Section (from top to
bottom): Monique Kritzinger, Crystal Moses, Tayla Hadwen,
Chantell Gordon, Clint Williams and Erica Essig, taking a
break after a strenuous climb at Helderberg Nature Reserve
(Photo: E. Essig 2016)

11.

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Law Enforcement – Planning and Patrols
Monthly Pelican Park Section Patrols and Incidences
Three planned monthly law enforcement patrols were conducted in the Pelican Park Section this quarter.
The purpose of the monthly patrols is mainly to document any infringements onto reserve property, patrol
the Pelican Park fenceline, and to identify and respond to illegal activities taking place. Infringements
include any encroachment across the boundary between the Pelican Park Section of False Bay Nature
Reserve and the neighbouring communities of Pelican Heights, Peacock Close Pelican Park (suburb) and
Strandfontein. Legal services from the City of Cape Town are still involved in managing the encroachment
problem in Pelican Heights.
The following illegal activities were recorded over the three month period:
Three repeat cases of illegal occupancy were recorded in the veld between Zeekoevlei Road and
Peacock Close. In two of the three cases, existing infrastructure (remnants from when the area was part of
the operational sewage works) was being utilised as a foundation for the illegal housing. In the third case,
invasive alien vegetation was used as a support for roofing. In all three cases there were signs of fires having
been made in the open veld as well as possible drug abuse activities, as some paraphernalia used for
narcotics were found on site.
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An abandoned stormwater pipe found inhabited in Pelican Park Section in April 2016 (left), May 2016 (middle) and June
2016 (right), with between two to three individuals using the infrastructure as a shelter (Photos: C. Moses 2016)

Views of the concrete weir and stormwater pipe area in Pelican Park Section found in April 2016 (left), May 2016 (middle)
and June 2016 (right), which was inhabited by two people (Photos: C. Moses 2016)

Invasive alien vegetation used as a support
structure for informal shelters in the
Strandfontein Section (left) (Photo: C. Moses)

In addition to the illegal structures found during law enforcement patrols, two other illegal structures were
found by reserve staff in one management block (seven) of Pelican Park Section this quarter.
Two separate and one repeat report of domestic livestock were also recorded over this quarter. There was
a domestic cow found in the grassed area South of Peacock Close. A miniature horse and several domestic
chickens were found in the same area on different dates at the southern end of Osprey Road.
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Public grazing their horses on an open grassy area in the Pelican Park
Section of False Bay Nature Reserve (Photo: E. Essig 2016)

Numerous cases of illegal dumping were recorded in the Pelican Park Section of False Bay Nature Reserve,
especially on the perimeter of the residential areas in Pelican Heights and Peacock Close. The majority of
the dumped materials were comprised of building rubble, which had been dumped straight over the ‘back
wall’ of many residential properties into the reserve. This dumping is not only illegal and an environmental
pollutant, but it is also creates a very serious fire risk, as the discarded materials create high fuel loads which
can catch alight during uncontrolled wild fires in the area. Often the products generate higher
temperatures and burn for longer period than a natural veld fire, which could pose great risk to surrounding
residential properties. In two areas of Pelican Heights it is clear that vehicles have driven into the reserve to
dump materials. The reserve land which borders the houses on the eastern perimeter of Pelican Heights
(along Owl Street) and the area west of the Pelican Heights sports field has encountered high loads of
dumping. In order to halt further dumping from vehicles, bollards were planted at the most prominent
access points to the reserve to prevent vehicle access.

Dumped builders rubble found near a sports field in Pelican Park Section (right), in the veld east of
Peacock Close (left) (Photos: C. Moses 2016)
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Dumped waste found on the reserve boundary west of Pelican Heights (left and right) (Photos: C. Moses 2016)

One of the access points to the False Bay Nature Reserve from Pelican Heights at the sports field before (left) and after
(right) bollards were installed to prevent vehicle access for dumping (Photos: E. Essig and C. Williams 2016)

Pelican Park Section staff digging a trench
in preparation for installing bollards to close
off vehicle access at the top of Osprey
Road in Pelican Heights (left) (Photo: C.
Williams 2016)
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The completed row of bollards installed near Osprey Road, Pelican Heights (Photo: C. Williams 2016)

Numerous cases of sand mining were documented over this quarter at the Pelican Park Section of the False
Bay Nature Reserve near the residential property boundaries. No sand mining activities were sighted first
hand however evidence shows that sand mining is occurring near residential areas and needs to be
addressed.

Evidence of sand removal in the Pelican Park Section
near the residential boundary (Photo: C. Moses 2016)

Law Enforcement Activities and Incidences at Zandwolf Section
Between 9 and 27 May 2016 the Zandwolf Section team cleared the area of abandoned makeshift
structures made from building and other dumped materials. Sixty bakkie loads of mixed waste was removed
during this period and disposed of at the nearby Coastal Park Landfill site.
While the staff of Zandwolf Section were conducting alien invasive vegetation clearing on 7 June 2016, their
work vehicle was parked on Baden Powell Drive approximately 250 m away from the work site. At
approximately 15:00 two suspects, one male and one female, used a metal weight and smashed the front
passenger window of the vehicle. An off-duty Metro police officer, officer Fouli, happened to be passing
the site at the time and saw the two suspects damaging the vehicle. The officer turned around in the road,
and approached the vehicle. On seeing the approaching officer, the two suspects fled the scene. No
arrest was made. The good news is that no items were stolen from the vehicle despite the damage to the
window as the officer interrupted what appeared to be an attempted theft from the vehicle.

35

City of Cape Town Quarterly Report – 1 April to 30 June 2016

False Bay Nature Reserve | False Bay -natuurreservaat | ULondolozo lweNdalo False Bay

Reserve Supervisor of Zandwolf Section, Mogamat Samsodien, standing next to the work vehicle with
the window that was smashed (Photo: A. Khan 2016)

Incidents at Zeekoevlei Section
There were 11 notable law enforcement incidents recorded at Zeekoevlei this past quarter as follows:













26/04/2016 – An illegal structure was found close to the cut-off drain at Zeekoevlei Section. The
structure was monitored for two days and after no further observations were made, the structure
was demolished and removed off site.
04/05/2016 – Learners were found in Zeekoevlei skipping school. Some were taken home and others
back to their school.
10/05/2016 – An abandoned domestic dog was found on the eastern shore of Zeekoevlei wetland.
The dog was caught and removed by the Quemic law enforcement rangers.
10/05/2016 – There was an armed robbery at the False Bay Ecology Park Environmental Education
Centre building in the Quemic control room. No one was injured, but personal belongings of one
staff member were stolen. No suspects have been arrested, but a case has been opened at the
Grassy Park police station (SAPS).
06/06/2016 – A mentally disturbed man was found walking along the eastern shore of the Zeekoevlei
wetland with no clothes on. The law enforcement rangers found the man’s clothes and gave them
back to him, then escorted him off site.
12/06/2016 – A vehicle with one occupant was found stuck down a track near the southern bridge
area of Zeekoevlei Section. The law enforcement rangers assisted in freeing the vehicle, but
informed the driver to remain on the hardened surfaces and marked roads in future.
22/06/2016 – Three men were caught illegally harvesting wood near the southern bridge area of
Zeekoevlei Section. They were informed that they require a wood cutting / collecting permit and
were escorted off site.
23/06/2016 – A vehicle was stopped along the eastern shore of Zeekoevlei Section, as it was driving
recklessly. It was found that the driver did not have a valid driver’s licence. This information was
supplied to the City of Cape Town traffic department.
27/06/2016 – Two people found at the southern bridge area of Zeekoevlei Section were escorted off
site for indecent behaviour.
30/06/2016 – Displaced people inhabiting a stormwater pipe on the eastern shore of Zeekoevlei
Section were escorted off site.
30/06/2016 – A deserted illegal structure was dismantled and removed from the eastern shore of
Zeekoevlei Section.
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12.

INFRASTRUCTURE & EQUIPMENT

Operationally Funded Projects
Public Footpath at Rondevlei Section
It has been just over one year since the completion of the upgrade to the surface of the Rondevlei Section
public footpath. Much positive feedback has been received by reserve staff from visitors, who are enjoying
the paved pathway.
With the new pathway having been put to the test for a while with ‘pedestrian traffic’ from both humans
and wildlife, including large mammals such as hippopotamus (Hippopotamus amphibious), it is now possible
to assess the effectiveness of the paving to withstand such impacts and address any faults. The paving has
remained well intact, with no damage or level changes. The mole barriers have been extremely effective,
as there are no signs of mole activity within the path. Only one small section of paving along a short stretch
of pathway (+/- 10 m) has shifted slightly along its one edge, likely due to soil erosion. Minor damage
(cracking) to small sections of the concrete curb has also been noted along edged where surrounding
vegetation had not yet covered the mole barrier and hippopotamus walked on the thin layer of exposed
concrete. These problems can be easily remediated by reinforcing the concrete curb against the mole
barrier with more sand and cement where needed.
A site meeting was held by the Reserve Supervisor of Rondevlei Section and the Area Manager of False Bay
Nature Reserve on 1 June 2016 to look at improvements that can be made to the pathway while the
reserve awaits further upgrades to the boardwalk sections and bird hides in the near future when funding
becomes available. The meeting was joined by the nature conservation student based at Strandfontein
Section of False Bay Nature Reserve (Tayla Hadwen) and one of the Expanded Public Works Programme
(EPWP) staff based at the False Bay Nature Reserve Headquarters who has expertise in paving. The student
requires experience in path maintenance and construction as part of her third-year practical training for a
National Diploma in Nature Conservation through the Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT),
therefore it was decided that she could undertake some of the path improvements with assistance from the
latter EPWP staff member. Some of the tasks assigned to the student include reinforcing the concrete curb
edging along the section of path mentioned earlier, improving the entrances of some of the bird hides by
raising the boardwalk edges to align them to the level of the paved pathway and replacing worn
boardwalk planks. Some work has already been done to the entrance of the first and third bird hides and
repairs to the boardwalk near the second observation tower. Timber was sourced from offcut materials at
the Rondevlei island bush camp, where the building of wooden accommodation structures is underway,
and reused for boardwalk repairs along the Rondevlei public footpath. A volunteer based at the
Strandfontein Section of False Bay Nature Reserve, Richard Voges, also assisted with some of the boardwalk
repairs. He is currently completing his second year of studies for a National Diploma in Nature Conservation
through CPUT.
Strandfontein Section Fenceline
The Strandfontein Section fenceline was initially constructed as part of a hippopotamus (Hippopotamus
amphibious) capture operation in 2013 / 2014, when “Marley” the hippopotamus escaped through a fence
which separates Zeekoevlei Section from Strandfontein Section. An electric fenceline between the False
Bay Ecology Park Environmental Education Centre and the residential properties of Pelican Park was
erected in order to contain the hippopotamus within the Strandfontein Section and ensure that the animal
could not enter the public area of Zeekoevlei.
In May 2015, the Strandfontein Section team started to upgrade the Strandfontein fenceline as a
permanent fixture, which will assist with preventing the movement of escaped hippopotami into
Strandfontein Section in the future. This work included removing all existing fencing materials from the line
before replacing the line with new fencing. The wooden support poles also needed to be removed and
reset with a concrete and gravel mixture to provide increased stability. This was completed by August 2015.
Further developments and upgrades on the Strandfontein fenceline were put on hold when the Pelican
Park fenceline project commenced, as this was prioritised at the time.
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Work again commenced on the Strandfontein Section fenceline over this quater, but at a slow rate, as the
Pelican Park fenceline is still undergoing some maintenance and upgrades. The Strandfontein Section team
have so far placed three lines of straining wire across the fence posts. These lines are used to tension the
fencing between the posts. The teams are nearly halfway along the 830 m stretch of fenceline, and will
continue working on the tension of this line between other priority tasks in order to improve the strength of
the fence before its completion.

The 2014 fenceline erected at Strandfontein Section to contain a hippopotamus (Photo: E. Essig 2016)

The Strandfontein Section fenceline in 2015 after re-planting fence poles (left) and the current 2016 view of the fenceline
currently with insulated straining wire (Photos: E. Essig 2016)

Progress on the Pelican Park Section Perimeter Fenceline
Pelican Park Section of False Bay Nature Reserve is zoned as a site for primary biodiversity conservation (i.e.
conservation objectives take priority over other activities such as recreation and development). This is
because the site contains pristine examples of the endangered vegetation type known as Cape Flats dune
strandveld. A fence line was erected to help reduce urban impacts on the vegetation. It was proposed that
the height of the new fence should be at least 2.4 m, using veldspan wire. This is in preparation for possible
game species introductions to False Bay Nature Reserve in the future, where adequate enclosures are a
requirement.
The total length of the new Pelican Park fence line is 5.1 km. As reported in the previous quarter, the work
carried out by the contractors assigned to this fencing project was not satisfactory. The correct fencing
specifications had not been followed and the contractor then abandoned the project. The City of Cape
Town Biodiversity Management Branch then took over the remainder of the fencing project. The entire
fenceline needed to be removed and erected according to the correct specifications as described in the
initial tender. By the end of the last quarter the fence line was completely rebuilt (except for the Punt Road
section). It was decided this quarter that because Punt Road is such a high security risk area, with a high
amount of vandalism and theft, that all remaining fencing material from this section should be temporarily
removed. Further development of the fence along this roadway is being halted until the area can be made
more secure.
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With the rest of the Pelican Park fenceline now complete, there was time over this quarter to concentrate
on any maintenance required along the fence. It was noticed that several fence posts had shifted out of
alignment during construction because of the tension from the straining wire and veldspan. Some sections
had also shifted due to the poles not being concreted properly from the contractors. There were also a few
areas of fence where the line and fencing material had slackened due to the public climbing over the
fence to access the reserve as a thoroughfare. The staff of Pelican Park Section worked on correcting the
shifted poles at the Beak road intersection and at three sections of fence between Baden Powell Drive and
Spine Road.
Fenceline Damage at Pelican Park Section
Damage caused by two vehicle accidents and two acts of intentional vandalism were reported along the
new Pelican Park fenceline this quarter.
The first incident took place on 4 May 2016 on the western side of Strandfontein Road. A vehicle collided
with the fence and the resultant damage was a large hole in the veldspan wire. The middle straining line
was broken and three fence posts were knocked loose. The second incident on the fenceline took place on
24 May 2016 at the parking lot on Beak Road at the Spine Road intersection. A vehicle had driven or
reversed into one of the posts and knocked it out of alignment. The damage included a slackening of the
fenceline, damaged fencing material from people jumping over the fence and three instances where the
fencing material had been cut. All six incidents took eleven working days and 137.5 combined working
hours to repair. Public are urged to please report any incidents observed along the fenceline to the
reserve’s emergency response number at 083 499 1717.

Vehicle accident damage on Pelican Park Fence line 23 May 2016 at the Beak Road parking lot (left)
and slack fencing along this line (right) (Photos: E. Essig and C. Moses 2016)
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Intentional damage to the Pelican Park fenceline along Beak Road section (Photo: C. Williams 2016)

Vehicle accident damage on Pelican Park fenceline 4 May 2016 (left) and the fenceline after repairs (right) (Photos:
C. Williams 2016)

Removal of Disused Infrastructure at Rondevlei Section
With the centralisation of all administrative offices, stores and other shared operational functions of the
nature reserve at the False Bay Nature Reserve Headquarters in Zeekoevlei a few years ago, several
buildings at the Rondevlei Section which previously housed these functions are no longer in use.
As previously reported, the staff of Rondevlei Section has been dismantling this disused infrastructure since
2015. This work has continued into 2016 and over the past quarter attention was focused on removing the
building that housed the old staff quarters, and tool, equipment and expendable stores. A team of six staff
members from Zandwolf Section kindly assisted with demolishing this structure over five days in April and
May 2016. Only the concrete foundation of the building remains, for which additional equipment is required
to complete the task. Part of the building was comprised of interlocking precast concrete units which the
staff were able to successfully remove in whole sections. These units were then donated to Zandvlei Nature
Reserve where they are being used to build storage facilities and staff quarters in the reserve’s works yard.
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Staff members Henry Pheiffer and Roden Jacobs from Zandwolf Section breaking down the
disused staff quarters at Rondevlei Section (Photo: M. Samsodien 2016)

A view of the old staff quarters and storerooms at Rondevlei Section after dismantling the
roofing, walls and internal structures (Photo: A. Khan 2016)
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ANNEXURE 1: Soil Testing Results 2016 from the Eastern Shore of Zeekoevlei
ZEEKOEVLEI EASTERN SHORE REHABILITATION PHASE 1: SOIL PH SAMPLING EXERCISE
Sampling Line A and B: Phase I rehabilitation area:

Line A

Line B

A4
50 m
B3
A3
50 m

50 m

B2
A2

50 m

50 m
B1
A1
20 m

20 m

Table of Results:

Sampling Point
A1
A2
A3
A4

Sampling Point
B1
B2

Coordinates
S 34.060339
E 18.520259
S 34.059995
E 18.520178
S 34.0596
E 18.52011
S 34.059106
E 18.519984

pH result

Coordinates
S 34.060234
E 18.520578
S 34.05965
E 18.520469

pH result

7.01
7.22
7.18
7.55

6.93
7.48
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B3

S 34.059159
E 18.52037

6.59

Sampling Line C: Thamnochortus erectus site

Line C

C1
20 m
C2

Table of Results:

Sampling Point
C1
C2

Coordinates
S 34.055096
E 18.519184
S 34.05539
E 18.519115

pH result
6.78
5.60
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Sampling Line D: Kedestes barberae bunta habitat

D2

Sampling point on
dune ridge – no I.
cylindrica

D1

Line D Sampling point within
Imperata cylindrica
stand

Table of Results:

Sampling Point
D1
D2

Coordinates
S 34.073451
E 18.540097
S 34.073323
E 18.540246

pH result
8.54
9.00
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