
Conservation Report for 2016 - 2017 by Dave Whitelaw. 

 

Committee: The committee unfortunately lost a long standing member when Shaun 

Overmeyer was promoted to Toyota’s branch in Johannesburg. His place has been 

taken by Dieter Oeschadelus of the Animal Demographic Unit has replaced him and 

we look forward to a long and productive interaction with him and his unit. 

Otherwise the comaradrie remains vibrant. 

This report touches on some of the more important activities of your Committee. 

Strandfontein: Erica resigned and married her farmer in the Overberg. She now has 

a post in the Overberg area. She was a most passionate and efficient individual and 

will be missed. Currently her foreman is holding the fort and by all accounts is doing 

a good job. 

In addition he has agreed to  take charge of the TMAK (Terns, Martins and 

Kingfisher Project)  seeks to improve the breeding potential for burrow breeding birds 

and the roosting  of terns. He has been impressive in the application and has done. 

considerable research on possible approaches to this concept. Cliff Dorse and 

myself have been giving some guidance but Clint appears to have the task in hand. 

The 2016 Birdathon proved to be just as successful as the previous years with even 

more attendees. General consensus is that we have reached our capacity and will 

somehow have to limit entrants this year. Event is due on the 6th May 2017 and I 

would appeal to all of you who are free on this date to consider assisting us. It’s a 

unique experience to be involved with exposing children to the fascinating world of 

birds. 

The big question regarding Standfontein was the explosion of rare waders and the 

marked increase in waders due to the hard work which Erica and her team did in 

improving wader habitat. Only time will tell. 

Our major disappointment was our inability tro raise the funds to eliminate the Water 

hyacinth. We had hope that a combination of funds from the Club, Julie te Groen 

Trust and the Alien Clearing Unit  (now the Green Jobs Unit) of the City would 

enable us to spray the infected pans. Unfortunately swinging budget cuts by the 

central government has left Departments with very little in the kitty. Currently there 

are not sufficient funds for to maintain ongoing clearing of hyacinth from the cleared 

pans. 

 

Other Sewage Works: Regular counts take place at; 



 Athlone under Dick Bos’s guidance. Reading the reports which Dick produces 

one realises the importance of this site. 

 Mitchells Plain: We have been actively involved at this site with planning the 

reconstruction of the pans. Simon Fogarty holds regular counts. 

 Borcherds Quarry. The staff here are keen that we begin counts here. Site is 

undedrgoing major refurbishment and will be interesting to follow the bird 

populations as they return to the site. 

Philippi Horticultural Area: 

Our objection to the Consol Mining application (together with many other 

organisations) was unsuccessful. 

The Farmers Association were also not impressed by our attempts to assist them by 

our “Bird friendly fruit and veg” Proposal. I am of the opinion that they did not really 

appreciate our aim and at some stage we may approach them again. 

Breeding birds at the V n A Waterfront: 

An uneasy truce is in place with the management employing a team to deter birds, 

With the Tern breeding season beginning we will be watching to ensure that 

breeding birds are not deterred to the detriment of their chicks. 

LIBAS (Local Important Areas): 

This is a project which seeks to identify areas which are important bird habitats either 

as resident species or corridors. The IBA program has done a sterling job in 

identifying and monitoring these sites. 

This is an attempt to ensure that areas which don’t qualify for IBA status are 

recognised and given some protection. With the pace of development we need to try 

and ensure that we conserve as much as possible. 

Currently 2 sites Paarl Bird Sanctuary and Dick Dent Nature Reserve, in the Western 

Cape have been identified as possible LIBAs. The idea being that they will assist us 

in defining criteria for these sites. 

 

End. 


