
MINUTES OF THE CAPE BIRD CLUB CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 22 February 2016 at Dave’s house. 
Present:  Dave Whitelaw, Felicity Ellmore, Doug Harebottle, Gavin Lawson, Suretha Dorse, Cliff Dorse, 
Simon Fogarty, Shaun Overmeyer, Dick Bos. 
1. Strandfontein – Erica has handed in her thesis. 
2. Other Sewage Works. 

 Athlone Sewage Works – Counts are happening monthly, at every count new species are 
recorded. In the northern area they’ve cleared the pans and the vegetation. Dick isn’t sure about 
the regulations about clearing vegetation where there are nests. Cliff and Suretha have 
developed a Standard Operating Procedure for the council for clearing reeds during breeding 
season.There also should be an environmental management plan.  Mitchell’s Plain Sewage Works – Counts are still happening quarterly. There is lots of building 
and maintenance happening. Simon wants Cliff to give another talk to the staff. The City has an 
introduction to Birdwatching course – maybe it could be offered to sewage works staff.  Borchard’s Quarry Sewage Works – Need people to count there. Fel will contact Martin 
Hendricks from UWC to see if he knows anyone who could help.  Bellville Sewage Works – Nothing to report. 

3. Frank Wygold Memorial – Not awarded for 2015. 
4. Raapenberg - Dave met with Pauline from the City. The development that is happening is meant to be 
a green development. The City has signed a Biodiversity Agreement with Cape Nature, the development 
will have to work within that agreement. 

 There is a new friends group in the area.  The part of the Black River along the M5 has been cleaned very well. We must send a letter to 
the mayor to pass on to his staff. 

5. Philippi – Dave and Simon went to see Johan Bok, a farmer there. He is amenable to the idea of 
marketing ‘green vegetables’. Ha gave them names of 3 other farmers that might be interested. But 
apparently Johan is moving out – his family might take over. Dave will go and see Mr Rix – chairman of 
the Philippi Farmers Association. 

 Gavin was at Nazeer’s meeting last week. The ANC were there, but the DA councilor wasn’t.  Heritage (a Provincial Authority) rejected the change from agriculture to a subdivision overlay 
zone for the MSP / UVest development. 

6. PAACs 
 Table Bay Will ask Frieda Prinsloo to represent us on the committee.  Zandvlei – Gavin has been attending meetings. The next meeting is on 6 April 2016. Kyle Morar 

(from CPUT) wrote a report on the chemistry of the water. 
7. Knysna Warbler – need to start looking again later in the year. 
8. Orange River – nothing new to report. Shaun spoke to Mark Boorman who had helped Holger count. 
Shaun asked if we could get their data. 



9. Penguins – There was a meeting recently. 
10. Waterfront Terns – SANCOB has put in a proposal for two tern monitors to be appointed. Their job 
will be to educate and manage. They are asking the Waterfront for a salary and expenses for one person. 

 What about Woodstock Beach for a platform? 
11. LIBA – The idea was received favorably by the clubs at the Birding Forum. Want to consolidate 
criteria. Dave will circulate them. 
12. Khayelitsha Wetlands – The Biodiversity Agreement is going through. 
13. Princessvlei – nothing to report. 
NEXT MEETING – Monday 11 April 2016 at Dave’s house, at 7:30pm. 
 


