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GUEST EDITORIAL 

Many of our top birders started birdwatching when they were very young.  We hear 

about youngsters getting binoculars and memorising their bird books before they turn 

ten! They were all encouraged by someone significant in their lives.  Vernon Head, our 

past Chairman and past Chairman of BirdLife SA, will tell you it was his grandfather who 

introduced him to birding.  Otto Schmidt whose father was CBC Vice-Chairman and 

editor of the Newsletter for many years, and himself a former CBC Chairman and a 

previous editor of this magazine, grew up attending many CBC activities and visiting 

game reserves with his parents. This seems to be a common theme ð the parent/child 

bonding that took place when watching birds together!  Mike Buckhamõs family always supported his 

interest in nature but his special interest in birding started when a game ranger, noticing his potential, 

gave him his very first bird book.  He was just six years old!   As parents, grandparents, and friends, we 

can all play an important role in showing the children in our lives the joys of birdwatching and 

encouraging them once they are hooked!  And as a club it is imperative that we also think of ways to 

encourage and support youngsters and their parents.    

This issue of Promerops is largely devoted to the theme of òYoung 

Birdersó Ĭ introducing some of our aspiring young birding enthusiasts. 

The CBC Family Camp in mid-October was a really good experience for all 

the participants and it was interesting to watch the children, ranging in 

age from 6 to 13 years, who, because of their parentsõ interest and 

obvious enjoyment, all had a fascination for the little things in the veld 

and the water, as well as the birds. (Read 13 year-old Angelina 

Swanepoelõs impressions of the camp on p.10, and a more detailed 

account on p.13.)  Another young birder, Jonty Wright (also 13), whose 

parents strongly support him in his hobby, was also at the camp.  Jonty 

has a longer life list than many of us in the club, and his enthusiasm is 

evident in his article on p.10.  Andrew and Loraine Codd, who helped 

organise the camp, and who themselves grew up in homes where nature 

was considered important, have created in both their children a thirst for, 

and love of nature and wildlife.  Their son Marc (13 years old) is already a 

very good birder.  Do read his excellent account of a trip he took with his parents to the Northern 

Cape and Namibia, (p.15). 

Mike Buckham is encouraging his own children and says, òKids are the best learners when it comes to 

birding.  They have the best eyes and ears and they are like sponges.  They love ticking lists (like filling 

in sticker books) and they like the colours and behaviour of birdsó.  Read 10 year-old Adam Buckhamõs 

account of his 576th lifer on page 11. 

Also as part of our òYoung Birderó theme, you will be introduced to a group of enthusiastic young 

birders in the LEAP School Bird Club Ĭ òIintaka Zethuó.  Read about the work of Sam Hamer and fellow 

UCT students in guiding and encouraging the LEAP pupils in their discovery of the wonders of nature, 

(p.11) and find out what birding means to Iintaka Zethu coordinator, Gloria Kayembe, (p.12). 

Finally, but extremely importantly, this issue of Promerops also looks at the plight of Africaõs vultures, 

whose very existence is under severe threat at this time.  Our vultures need help, and it is of some 

comfort to know that conservation bodies are working tirelessly trying to protect and conserve these 

magnificent creatures, (p.17). 

  March 2016 

Priscilla Beeton 

Chairman, Cape Bird Club 

Whatõs that in the water? 
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CLUB NEWS 

Welcome to our new members 

A very warm welcome to these new members of 

the Cape Bird Club: 

Roy & Joanna Cheesman, Rondebosch  

Linda Doms, Pinelands 

Taryn Botha, Mowbray 

Paul Heering, Constantia 

Roza Allie, Constantia 

Linda Coetzee, Constantia 

Jane Harwood, Kenilworth 

Merle Futter, Constantia 

Suzanne Hofmeyr, Claremont 

Mike Heffernan, Simonõs Town 

Thereasa Strano, Simonõs Town 

Michael, Jean, Thomas, Adam,  

   & Jack Buckham, Claremont 

Wendy Priilaid, Century City 

Cheryl Bain, Kirstenhof 

Barbara Jones, Plumstead 

Lorna Chalmers, Kirstenhof 

Jennifer Morkel, Tokai 

Lesley Bust, Table View 

Denys Gilfillan, Table View 

Sam Naidu, Pinelands 

Minette Bell, Rondebosch 

We look forward to meeting you at our evening 
meetings and other club activities.  At evening 

meetings you can enjoy illustrated talks by 

experts on a variety of birding and related 

topics, so do come along, and be sure to 

introduce yourself to Gill or Joan at the entrance 

table when you arrive. Tea and coffee are served 

at the end of each meeting, so please join us 

and get to know your fellow members. 

We also have regular field outingsĬdesigned for 

both novice and expert birdersĬwhere you will 

be able to visit new places, see new birds, and 

make some new friends.  If you are new to 

birdwatching, an excellent way for beginners to 

get started is to go along to the monthly 

Saturday morning outings led by Merle Chalton 

at the Rondevlei Nature Reserve.  These outings 

happen on the first Saturday of each month Ĭ 

check the Programme at the end of the 

magazine for more details.  

THANKS FOR DONATIONS! 

We were delighted to receive details of the 

following donations made to the Cape Bird Club 

since the last issue of Promerops.  

We would like to thank the following members 

for their donations:  Mr LS Evans, Mr J Hemp, 

Mrs B Jones, Mr AN Bell, Dr RD Barnes, and Mr J 

Greathead. 

Your contributions are very much appreciated 

and will be put to good use! 

A bequest ð Isobel Taylor 

Isobel Taylor was a very active CBC member 

in the 50s and 60s and her lively 

reminiscences of the club in those days 

appeared in our 1998 Jubilee issue.  Many of 

her observations are recorded in the early 

issues of the CBC Newsletter and even in 

later life she never lost her keen interest in 

birds.  Isobel loved books and had quite a 

collection on birds and other natural history 

subjects.  Isobel passed away on 9 January 

2016 at the age of 95 and has left her 

collection of bird books to our club. 
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CAPE BIRD CLUB AGM AGENDA 

1. Apologies 

2. Confirmation of the Minutes of the 

previous AGM held in March 2015 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 

4. Chairmanõs Report for the period March 

2015 to March 2016 

5. Conservation Committee Chairmanõs 

Report for the period March 2015 to 

March 2016 

6. Financial Report for the year ended 31 

December 2015 

7. Election of Committee Members for 

2016/2017 

8. General/Any other business 

In terms of the CBC constitution, nominations 

for office bearers (Chairman, Vice-Chairman, 

Hon. Treasurer, and Hon. Secretary) and six 

Committee Members must reach the Hon. 

Secretary not later than 31 March 2016. They 

must be signed by the Proposer and 

Seconder, and countersigned by the 

Nominee. Please use a copy of the 

nomination form on this page to send in 

nominations. 

For the benefit of those members not able to 

attend the AGM, the reports of the Chairman 

and the Conservation Committee will be 

printed in the following issue of Promerops 

and can also be read on our website, 

www.capebirdclub.org.za.  

After the business of the meeting there will 

be a short film:  òStepping Stones through 

fragmented environmentsó.   

CAPE BIRD CLUB AGM  

The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the CAPE 

BIRD CLUB will take place at 20h00 on 

Thursday 14 April 2016  

at the Nassau Centre, Groote Schuur High 

School, Palmyra Road, Newlands. 

NOMINATION FORM  

I am a member of the Cape Bird Club and am 

prepared to stand for election to the CBC 

Committee for the year 2016/2017. 

NAME OF NOMINEE  (Block letters) 

 êêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêê 

Signed: êêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêê. 

NAME OF PROPOSER  (Block letters)  

êêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêê 

Signed: .êêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêê 

NAME OF SECONDER  (Block letters)  

êêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêê 

Signed: êêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêêê... 

  More  
     help  

       needed ! 

We would like to invite some new committee 

members to come on board in 2016.  We are not 

looking for expert birders but enthusiastic 

people with new ideas and good organisational 

ability.  We especially need someone to organise 

evening meetings and outings Ĭ currently being 

done by Helen Fenwick, who will be happy to 

show you the ropes during the next year.  Or 

perhaps you might like to help organise our local 

camps.  At present this is being done by Priscilla 

Beeton, but she would like some assistance with 

a view to handing over the role.  Please use a 

copy of the nomination form below if you are 

interested in becoming involved.  

Positions that need to be filled: 

Â Outings convenor 

Â Evening meetings organiser 

Â Local camps co-ordinator 

Â Outreach organiser 

Â Junior membersõ leader 

Â Audio-visual assistant (evening meetings) 
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Help Save Our Vultures! 

Participate in BirdLife Internationalõs Vulture Campaign 

Africaõs vultures are under severe 

threat, with six of the continentõs 11 

vulture species verging on the brink of 

extinction due to inadvertent or 

intended poisoning,   targeting by 

poachers, and the use of vulture body 

parts in traditional medicines.  It would 

be a tragic day for our continent if 

these magnificent creatures were to 

disappear from our skies.  Apart from 

thrilling us with their majestic beauty 

as they ride the thermals above the 

African bush, they play a vital role as 

òclean-up crewsó in our ecosystems, 

thereby controlling the spread of 

diseases like anthrax, rabies, 

tuberculosis, and botulism. 

Many members (along with bird lovers from around the world) will have completed the BirdLife 

International survey on vultures, and their responses are now being used to design an international 

campaign: Saving Natureõs Clean-up Crew, to stem the shocking decline of African vulture 

populations.   

How can you help? 

Visit the campaign page at https://kriticalmass.com/p/saving-natures-clean-up-crew to find out 

how you can help save our vultures by donating much-needed funds to the project; purchasing 

rewards; volunteering to play a role in the promotion of the campaign; or by spreading the word 

on your social media platforms.   

SABAP2 Autumn Attack ñ Statistics 

The SABAP2 Autumn 

Attack of 2015 was 

extremely successful and 

worthwhile.  As a follow-

up to the articles in the 

previous issue of 

Promerops (303:17-20), 

here are some statistics 

that show just how 

much was achieved during this expedition to 

the Murraysburg / Graaff Reinet / Aberdeen 

area.  

ω A total of 69 full protocol atlas cards were 

submitted by the atlassing teams.   

ω In all, 2,474 records (sightings) were logged. 

ω 191 sightings of different species were 

recorded.  

ω A combination of 28 ORFS (out of range 

submissions) and 12 regional rarities were 

generated by the SABAP2 database.  

This is an incredible amount of valuable data 

that has been added to the SABAP2 Project by 

the Autumn Attack team members. Well done 

to all of you for making this citizen science 

expedition such a successful and epic 

adventure. 

 Peter Nupen 

Western Cape SABAP2 Coordinator  

Cape Vultures at Potberg 
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Have You Got the App Yet? 

BirdLasser, the recently-launched 

mobile app for birdwatchers, allows 

you to enter your bird sightings on 

your phone, plot your sightings 

with GPS precision, view them in 

Google Maps on your phone, instantly update 

your life list, and share sightings with friends.  

The app is really easy to use, even for the more 

advanced functions like exporting the data to an 

Excel spreadsheet, or sending data to SABAP2 or 

BLSA conservation projects.  

For atlassers, BirdLasser tells you exactly where 

you are atlassing by providing pentad boundary 

lines in map view, and it keeps track of all your 

SABAP2 information such as your start time, 

time spent in each pentad, the number of 

species seen in each hour, and the order in 

which you recorded them. The data can be 

submitted directly to the SABAP2 database from 

your phone - no additional software is needed!  

BirdLasser will also enable you to get involved in 

conservation projects such as the BirdLife SA 

Threatened Species Birdlasser Cause. This is an 

extremely valuable project for which BLSA needs 

to know where threatened bird species occur, 

and in what numbers, in order to implement 

conservation actions. Provincial conservation 

agencies will also be able to use your data to 

guide their conservation initiatives. 

And there are other causes you can join to play 

a part in conserving our endangered birds.  In  

the Birdlasser settings function you can join the 

causes you want to support, and your data will 

automatically be uploaded to the BirdLasser 

database, from which it will be forwarded to the 

relevant cause. It will take you five minutes to 

learn how to enter your data, but will provide a 

lifetime of valuable conservation knowledge.  It 

has never been easier to become a citizen 

scientist and make a valuable contribution to 

bird conservation.   

How do you get BirdLasser?   It is very easy: 

just go to www.birdlasser.com and download it 

to your phone or tablet Ĭ itõs FREE! Ĭ then you   

will be ready to start creating bird lists and 

submitting your sightings data. 

Revised IBA Directory and first ever   
IBA Status Report for South Africa.  

Late last year BirdLife 

South Africa was proud 

to launch the revised 

National Important 

Bird and Biodiversity 

Areas (IBAs) Directory, 

which builds on, and 

updates, the first IBA  

inventory of 1998. It  

provides  information 

on the most important 

aspects of each of South 

Africaõs 112 IBAs, including the geography and 

climate, the list of bird species found in the IBA, 

the biggest threats to the site, and what 

conservation action is being taken to secure the 

IBA.  

Accompanying the 

updated directory is 

the IBA Status Report 

which assesses the 

threats impacting on 

our IBAs, the status 

of bird populations 

and habitats in these 

areas, and the level 

of conservation  

action that is underway in each area.   

One of the IBA Status Reportõs principal 

recommendations is that our government needs 

to allocate additional resources towards 

managing protected areas and to expanding the   

network of protected areas through biodiversity 

stewardship.  

South Africaõs IBAs are threatened by invasive 

species, changes in habitats resulting from 

incorrect burning practices and agricultural 

expansion or mismanagement.  Protecting these 

areas will benefit not only South Africaõs birds, 

but also other animals, plants, and the vital 

ecological services these sites provide to people.  

The directory and status report will be invaluable 

resources for lobbying, planning, and 

implementing effective conservation strategies, 

and can be used by conservation practitioners 


